
 
 
Cabinet Secretary for Rural Economy 
and Tourism 
 
Minister for Rural Affairs and the 
Natural Environment 
 
 
By e-mail only 
 
 

 
Rural Economy and Connectivity 

Committee 
Room T3.40 

The Scottish Parliament 
EDINBURGH 

EH99 1SP 
 

Direct Tel: (0131) 348 5882 
(RNID Typetalk calls welcome) 

Fax: (0131) 348 5252 
Email: rec.committee@parliament.scot    

 
7 October 2020 

 
Dear Fergus & Mairi, 
 
UKSI NOTIFICATION – EU EXIT 
 
At its meeting on 7 October 2020, the Rural Economy and Connectivity Committee 
considered the notification below which outlines the Scottish Government’s intent to 
consent to UK Ministers making regulations on its behalf. The Committee can 
confirm that it is content for the consent to be given to: 
 

• The Common Fisheries Policy (Amendment etc.) (EU Exit) Regulations 
2020 

 
The Committee also agreed to respond to the Scottish Government on the following 
points: 
 
Discard plans – new power to the Secretary of State 

 
• The Committee considers that the development of future new discard plans 

for Scotland would be of significant interest to the Scottish Parliament. 
Therefore, the Committee invites the Scottish Government to consult the 
Committee or its successor committee at the policy development stage where 
the UK Minister’s regulation-making power in this area is likely to be used. 

 
• The Committee requested further information on how Scottish stakeholders 

will be consulted, in the event of this power being exercised by the Secretary 
of State.  
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Removing references to the (EU) Scientific, Technical and Economic Committee for 
Fisheries (“STECF”) 
 

• The Committee noted that while the Scottish Government intends to 
continue collating and reviewing the information that previously had to be 
submitted to STECF, there will be no statutory requirement on the Scottish 
Government to do so. 
 

• The Committee requests additional information on whether the process of 
obtaining scientific advice for the purpose of Scottish Ministers’ decision-
making will be comparable, and seeks reassurance that Scottish Ministers’ 
access to scientific expertise on gear types, and more widely on STECF 
functions, will be sufficient.   

 
• The Committee was content that it is appropriate for the references to 

STECF to be removed from retained EU law in recognition that, after the 
end of the implementation period, this body will have no authority in 
relation to the UK and the UK will no longer have access to it.  However, 
the Committee wishes to ask the Scottish Government to inform it once 
progress has been made in identifying the body/bodies referred to in the 
notification which will provide the advice that was previously given by 
STECF. 

 
The Committee would be grateful for a response to their questions by 4 
November 2020. 
 
Kind regards 
 

 
Edward Mountain 
Convener 
 


